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Some have dubbed it the “Coronaversary”. It seems our memories are fairly vivid of March 11 one year 

ago and the days that followed as we shut down so many things in our nation and tried to understand 

what the word “pandemic” meant. One year ago tomorrow, March 15, we had our last non-restricted 

indoor service here.  We had no idea the church would still be empty a year later. Then we were more 

worried how we could get ready for Easter, and after Easter passed by on Zoom , it seemed encouraging 

to say that whenever we gathered together it would be Easter, thinking there would be this one Sunday 

when we all came, crowded into church, singing our lungs out, flowers everywhere. Not going to happen 

that way and it’s a year later.   Did I say we needed healing?   Well the Israelites needed healing too. What 

a timely first lesson for this Coronaversary.   

 

When “the Lord sent poisonous serpents, biting the people and causing them to die”, the Israelites 

acknowledged their sin and implored Moses to pray to the Lord to make the snakes go away. Since the 

Hebrews believed that all things come from God, curses as well as blessings, the serpents were 

understood as punishment for their infidelity and unwillingness to endure the hardships of the journey to 

the promised land.  

 

On this Coronaversary, what do we need to be healed from? What would we implore Moses to bring to 

God? 

 

Some have clearly suffered in this past year: physically, economically and emotionally. The physical 

suffering of course is those who caught the disease, or it could have been some disease or malady other 

than COVID. Then there are the economic hardships – again the distribution has been uneven. For those 

who worked in industries shutdown by the pandemic, the hardship has been painful and real: restaurant 

and hospitality industry workers, those who work in long-distance travel or transportation, the 

entertainment industry, major construction projects.  But for those who retained full employment or the 

retired whose investments have done well this year, and another surplus check on the way thank you 

very much, well the pain hasn’t been there.  But even for many who didn’t suffer the direct physical or 

economic effects of this pandemic, there has been the emotional loss or challenges: not being able to 

travel to see adult children or grandchildren, the challenge of not seeing our elderly loved ones in nursing 

homes, the challenge of families who have school-aged children trying to balance working at home with 

learning at home, the challenges for children isolated from friends, having to learn remotely, some if not 

most of the time; the challenges have been real and we may all be in need of healing.  And compounding 

all these challenges is that our nation is not together in our response to this challenge. While some have 

made heroic and compassionate responses, others have denied or opposed the pandemic itself, refusing 

to believe in science, refusing to get vaccinated, refusing to wear a mask. Did I say we needed healing? 

 

Dr. Anthony Fauci, medical adviser to the President, and Dr. Francis Collins, head of the National 

Institutes of Health, two true American heroes, have worked tirelessly every day for the past year, 



sleeping little. They talk every morning; this week they talked to each other on radio. While appreciated 

my many, they have also received death threats for, well for just being a doctor and speaking the truth as 

they see it. What do they look forward to most? As vaccinations increase, just getting together with their 

daughters and grandchildren. And when something once so ordinary, so routine, seems so extraordinary, 

did I say we are in need of healing? 

 

How do we find this healing? God answered the prayer of Moses by commanding him to replicate the 

bronze serpent and set it on a pole as protection against the deadly poison of the snakes. Those who had 

been bitten were to look up at the bronze serpent and thus live. What would it mean to look at this 

microscopic virus right in the eye and live? 

 

Novelist and playwright Gabriel Josipovici argues that,  in the end the only thing that can truly heal us is 

not the voice of consolation but the voice of reality. The Bible describes the way the world as neither fair 

nor equitable. Lent teaches that the road to Easter resurrection and consolation passes through 

repentance and confession of all that we have done in thought, word, and deed, sins of omission as well as 

sins of commission. Denial, passive neglect, scape-goating, or rationalizations on our part will only delay 

the healing process. 

 

When we are willing to “come into the light”—to be open and honest about ourselves and the brokenness 

within—we can be healed and liberated from our sin, brokenness and self-centeredness. However, when 

we insist on pretending that we’re fine, that we have no “stuff” to deal with, and that everything that is 

wrong with the world is the fault of others, we leave ourselves trapped in our darkness, and no liberation 

can find us. 

 

Because of God’s character no person need fear death, either spiritual death now or physical death later. 

No one needs to grope in darkness. Every person can enjoy not merely bios or length of days but what 

Jesus calls “eternal” life and the Hebrew Bible calls 

shalom, genuine human wholeness. “God,” writes John in his gospel, “did not send his Son into the world 

to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” How far are we from this shalom? Drs. Fauci 

and Collins say we are in mile 24 of a 26 mile marathon with this pandemic. But we have to run the last 

two miles to say we made it.  And running doesn’t just mean masking, distancing, etc., as important as 

that is.  It means living in the light of reality as to our brokenness and need of healing.  Gaze – at the 

serpent, at the virus, at the cross, at the person of Jesus. Take it all in and live! 
 

 


