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In his book, The Know-It-All: One Man’s Humble Quest to Become the Smartest Person in 

the World, humor-writer A. J. Jacobs writes a memoir of the year he spent reading The 

Encyclopedia Britannica (all 44 million words).  He saw the book as an adventure to test 

the limits of intelligence. He competed in a crossword-puzzle tournament, went on Who 

Wants to Be a Millionaire, and sets off to meet Alex Trebek in the hope of becoming a 

Jeopardy contestant.  He expects to encounter the world’s most pompous know-it-all, “the 

man who pretends to know every potent potable and every presidential pet, who oozes 

faux sympathy for mistaken contestants with his famously condescending ‘sorry’, who 

pronounces ‘burrito’ as if he went to kindergarten with Fidel Castro”.   After ringing 

Trebek’s doorbell, he’s directed to the backyard. The yard in question is a rather elaborate 

landscape with trees, bushes, walls, and paths.  He encounters a Mexican gardener and 

says, “I’m looking for Alex Trebek” who waves him toward the back of the garden, another 

Mexican gardener waves him even further back. Finally he comes to a third Mexican 

gardener intensely digging a hole.  “I’m looking for Alex Trebek”, Jacobs says a bit too 

sharply, getting ready to add a “’Donde est Senor Trebek”.  The gardener stands up and says, 

“You’ve found him”.  All Jacobs can think is “when in the heck did he shave off his 

mustache?”. 

In this morning’s gospel, Mary Magdalene also heads off to a garden in search of the tomb 

of Jesus of Nazareth.  It was the most logical place to go.  Jesus of Nazareth spent his last 

night alive on earth in the Garden of Gethsemane.  After his gruesome crucifixion, Joseph of 

Arimathea and Nicodemus laid his dead body in a new tomb in a garden near the site of his 

crucifixion.  Mary comes to this garden in the early morning of the first day of the week and 

sees the stone of the tomb removed. She’s confused; it’s not what she expected to see. She 

gets two other of his closest friends to take a look.  Still confused she remains outside the 

tomb and sees a man she supposes to be the gardener.  It just isn’t at all what or whom she 

expected to see. 

So here we all are. What did you come expecting to see this morning?  Probably not a 

gardener though isn’t it great to see some Easter flowers. Thank you Harriet and all who 

helped her.   Perhaps you are overjoyed at having your health, maybe your vaccinations 

after this crazy year and are just happy as a camel on Hump Day to be in church on Easter 

Sunday.  Or maybe you’re thinking this isn’t quite how I remember it. Where are all the 

people, the kids the Easter Eggs? What have we come to see? 



As A. J. Jacobs interviews Alex Trebek, he starts with some small talk, and then hits him 

with his real question, “If you’re so smart, how would you do as a contestant on Jeopardy?”  

Trebek replies that by most people, he’d get whupped.  Doesn’t have the recall any more.   

But it’s not important to him.  Knowing everything isn’t the most important thing.  Jacobs 

discovers that Trebek is not a mustache-twirling villain, especially since he doesn’t even 

have a mustache.   

As most of you know, the search for Alex Trebek on earth has ended as of Nov. 8 2020.  We 

also lost this year worldwide to COVID 2,853, 188 and 554,106 in the US alone.  We also 

lost George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, recent victims of Asian-American 

violence, and on and on because we stereotype them.  We are so in need of resurrection 

this year. Where do we find it?  What can the gardener tell us to make sense of this year? 

When the “gardener” in today’s gospel says “Mary”, she immediately recognizes him, not as 

the gardener, but as “ Rabbouni”.  Her eyes are now opened.  She knows it is her Lord and 

tells the other disciples.  As time unfolds thru the first century, these disciples get a clearer 

picture of who this Jesus of Nazareth is.  That picture is described in our First Lesson from 

the Acts of the Apostles.  This Jesus has been made manifest, not to all people but to those 

chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  

During the last three days I’ve reflected on how we have done the various Easter Triduum 

services (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil) during my time here at St. 

Mark’s.  Today I can say that during these past ten years I have tried to help all of you get to 

know the gardener better; in fact, I would like to think it has been my main mission.  If our 

mission, our whole reason, for gathering as Church is the reconciliation of the world, then 

how can we do that without knowing the great reconcilier, without proclaiming Jesus as 

Lord?  So whether it’s making the proclamation of the gospel the centerpiece of our liturgy 

as it should be, to breaking open the gospel in the weekly sermon, to  taking a deeper dive 

in adult education into understanding the person of Jesus, please continue to search for and 

get to know the gardener.  But also please as AJ Jacobs discovered, there is great healing in 

continuing to know each other, in your church, your neighborhood, your community. We all 

have names.  

So what have we come to see?  We too have been chosen as witnesses – our baptisms make 

us that – and we too will soon be invited to eat and drink with him.  These experiences help 

us to see more clearly and know the difference between seeing him as the Gardener and as 

the Lord.  May we continue to keep searching. 


